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DATE:
RAILROAD:
LOCATION:

KIND OF ACCIDENT:

EQUIPMENT INVOLVED:

TRAIN NUMBER:

LOCOMOTIVE NUMBERS:

CONSISTS:
ESTIMATED SPEEDS:
OPERATION:

TRACK:

HIGHWAY:

WEATHER:
TIME:
CASUALTIES:

CAUSE:

SUMMARY
December 18, 1965

New York Central
Worthington, Ohio
Collision

Passenger train Earthmover

15

Diesel-electric units
4077, 4005

12 cars Tractor-scraper
70 m.p.h. Slow

Signal indications

Single; tangent; 0.10

percent descending

grade southward

189 curve; 2.3 percent

descending grade east-

ward; crosses track at

angle of 90°

Clear

11:03 a.m.

1 killed; 43 injured

Failure of the NYC crossing flagman_to
protect the rail-highway grade crossing
as required, resulting in the earthmover

entering the crossing immediately infront
of an approaching train,
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SYNOPSIS

On December 18, 1965, a New York Central Railroad passenger train
struck an earthmover at a rail-highway grade crossing at Worthingion,

Ohio. The driver of the earthmover was killed and 43 persons on the
train were injured.

The accident was caused by failure of the NYC crossing flagman to
protect the rail-highway grade crossing as required, resulting in the

earthmover entering the crossing immediately in front of an approaching
train.,

LOCATION AND METHOD OF OPERATION

The accident occurred on that part of the Ohio Central Division
extending between BE interlocking station, near Cleveland, and
Columbus, Ohio, a distance of 123,3 miles. In the accident area
this is a single-track line over which trains operate by signal
indications of a traffic control system. The timetable directions
are east and west., In the territory involved, however, trains
move north and south by geographical directions. These direc-
tions are used in this report in lieu of timetable directions.



The collision occurred on the main track, 113.6 miles south of
BE and 1.8 miles north of the Worthington interlocking station,
where the main . track is crossed at grade by a private road.

In the accident area, two main tracks of the Norfolk and Western
Railway parallel the NYC main track on the west at distances of
67 and 80 feet.

The private road crosses the N&W main tracks at an angle of
81 degrees and crosses the NYC main track at an angle of 90
degrees, as shown in the sketch appended to this report. The
road was built by a construction company to facilitate the con-
struction of a highway bridge over the NYC and N&W tracks.
A NYC conductor and a N&W employee were assigned as crossing
flagmen at the NYC and N&W crossings, respectively. A shanty for
the NYC flagman and one for the N&W flagman were located,
respectively, 13 feet southeast and 50 feet southwest of the NYC
crossing.

Details concerning the track, private road and crossing, rail-
road carrier's operating rules, train, earthmover, damages and
other factors are set forth in the appendix.

DESCRIPTION AND DISCUSSION

No. 15, a southbound first-class passenger train consisting of
two diesel-electric units and 12 cars, passed BE at 9:04 a.m. and
passed Burt, 68.2 miles south of BE, at 10:25 a.m., 5 hours 48
minutes late. About 38 minutes later, it approached the private
road crossing involved at 80 miles per hour, as indicated by the
speed-recording tape. According to the engineer, he initiated a
service brake application about 0.3 mile north of the crossing to
reduce speed as required before entering a speed-restriction zone
located a short distance south of the crossing* He stated that he
then began to sound the prescribed signal on the locomotive horn,
as the train approached the crossing-whistle sign 1,021 feet north
of the crossing. Shortly afterward, he saw a westbound earth-
mover on the private road move over the crossing in front of the
train, then saw an eastbound earthmover move slowly eastward
onto the crossing. The engineer immediately applied the train
brakes in emergency. A few moments later, the train entered the
crossing at 70 miles per hour and struck the eastbound earth-
mover, derailing the locomotive units and the first to eighth cars,
inclusive.

The earthmover involved was loaded with an estimated 36 tons
of shale and dirt. It was proceeding eastward on the private road
when it entered the NYC crossing and was struck on its left side, in
front of the rear wheels, by the train.

The operator of the earthmover was killed. The engineer, fire-
man, conductor, assistant conductor, 2 brakemen, 2 train baggage-
men, 6 dining-car employees, 2 sleeping-car employees and 27
passengers were injured.

About 725 a.m. on the day of the accident, a NYC conductor
reported for duty as a crossing flagman at the private road cross-
ing involved. He subsequently telephoned the Columbus operators
on two occasions for information concerning NYC train movements.
He stated that the operators did not inform him on either of these
occasions that No. 15 was running late or make any mention of
No, 15. About 10:55 a.m., after cleaning dirt and mud from the
NYC crossing, the flagman returned a shovel and broom to the
N&W crossing-flagman's shanty and accepted a cup of coffee from
the N&W flagman. About eight minutes later, both flagmen heard
the locomotive horn of No. 15 being sounded. The NYC flagman
said he immediately ran out of the shanty with a red flag and ran
diagonally onto the private road in front of the earthmover moving
eastward toward the NYC crossing. At this time, according

to his statements, the flagman saw the loaded earthmover pass.
him. He stated the earthmover seemed to stop with its tractor
fouling the NYC track, and that it then continued eastward on the
crossing. Immediately afterward, while moving over the crossing
at slow speed, the earthmover was struck by No. 15.

According to the timetable, No. 15 is scheduled to pass Burt,
45.4 miles north of the accident point, at 437 a.m. The third
trick Columbus operator stated that the crossing watchman called
him about 7.15 a.m. on the day of the accident for information
about train movements. He said that in addition to providing the
crossing flagman with information about other trains, he informed
the crossing flagman that No. 15 was running 4 hours late. The
first trick operator stated that the crossing flagman called him
about 8:30 a.m. He said that in addition to providing information
about other trains, he_also informed the crossing flagman that
No, 15 was running late.

The NYC crossing flagman had worked this assignment since
October 6, 1965. According to his statement, he had not received
any instructions from the carrier regarding theflaggingprocedures



